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MEMORIES ARE FOREVER By Executive Office Intern Antonio Kizzie 

On Friday September 21, 2007 staff, friends, and family celebrated the retirement from 36 years of dedicated service to the 
Courts and Criminal Division of Ms. Sophia B. Boyette. The day of Ms. Boyette’s retirement celebration, the billboard in the front 
entrance of the Jury Cafeteria read “Memories are Forever.” 

Sophia Boyette, a native of Fremont, NC, graduated from Wayne Community College in Goldsboro, North Carolina before 
she decided to move to Forestville, Maryland with her family. Later, she attended Action School of Data Processing in Washington, 
D.C., graduating with a specialization in data processing. Following a brief period at the Navy Yard, a good friend of hers, Katie 
Taft, recommended that she try working in the D.C. Courts. “Katie said hey I heard they have an opening in data processing, you 
should try it,” remarked Ms. Boyette. “And I thought ok, why not? Even though it was the last thing I thought I would do.” 
 To her surprise she got accepted for the job, and began her career in the Courts on August 9, 1971 doing data processing in 
the Criminal Division under her first supervisor, Mary Moore. Later on she transferred to the Criminal Division where she worked 
on data processing and for Judge Hamilton, updating jackets and various other assignments until 1979. Additionally, in 1976 she 
became the first Courts female bailiff. She then worked for various other judges including Judge Joseph Ryan and Judge Harold 
Cushenberry. She continued clerking and data processing within the Criminal Division for an additional 16 years, and began her re-
tirement this past summer. 
 When asked what was her most rewarding experience in the D.C. Courts, Ms. Boyette replied, “Being a public servant, 
helping people, staying neutral, interacting with wonderful judges and staff made working within the Courts very rewarding for me.” 
Among those in attendance was her first supervisor, Mary Moore, who also began her retirement this past spring. Ms. Moore de-
scribed Boyette as “very ambitious, showing initiative, and a people person with great dedication to her job and coworkers.” 

As people were seating themselves, D.C. guitarist John Lewis played smooth melodies of Bill Withers “Just the Two of Us” 
as well as “Amazing Grace” and “Wind Beneath My Wings.”   

Ms. Boyette is a proud mother of five children: Michael, Melanie, Danny, Kevin, and Timothy who all attended the cere-
mony. Additionally, Boyette has 13 grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. Boyette’s grandchildren Antoine Grant, Timothy 
Boyette Jr., and Turhan Davage were also present. 
 The two Mistresses of Ceremonies, Karen Franklin and Yvonne Martinez-Vega, began the ceremony by welcoming guests 
as Sandra Cave gave the blessing. Afterwards, Ms. Belinda Carr read Boyette's biography and described her as “one tough sister.” 
Chief Judge Rufus G. King, III, also spoke on behalf of Ms. Boyette and wished her all the best on her “next adventure.” 
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